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JoAnn Falletta is internationally celebrated as a vibrant ambassador for music, an inspiring artistic leader, and a 

champion of American symphonic music. She has been praised by The Washington Post as having “Toscanini’s tight 

control over ensemble, Walter’s affectionate balancing of inner voices, Stokowski’s gutsy showmanship, and a controlled 

frenzy worthy of Bernstein.” Acclaimed by The New York Times as “one of the finest conductors of her generation,” she 

serves as the Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra and the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, Principal 

Conductor of the Ulster Orchestra in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and Principal Guest Conductor of both the Phoenix 

Symphony and the Brevard Music Center. 

Ms. Falletta has guest conducted more than a hundred orchestras in North America, and many of the most prominent 

orchestras in Europe, Asia, South America and Africa. Her 2013-14 guest conducting highlights include return 

engagements with the Warsaw, Detroit, Phoenix, Krakow, Puerto Rico and Hawaii Symphony Orchestras and debuts 

with the Gothenburg Symphony, Stuttgart Philharmonic, Belgrade Philharmonic, Orquestra Filarmônica de Minas Gerais, 

the Orchestra of St. Luke’s at Carnegie Hall and a 13-city US tour with the Irish Chamber Orchestra with soloist James 

Galway.  

Falletta is the recipient of many of the most prestigious conducting awards, including the Seaver/National Endowment 

for the Arts Conductors Award, the coveted Stokowski Competition, and the Toscanini, Ditson and Bruno Walter Awards 

for conducting, as well as the American Symphony Orchestra League’s prestigious John S. Edwards Award. She is an 

ardent champion of music of our time, introducing more than 500 works by American composers, including more than 

110 world premieres. Hailing her as a “leading force for the music of our time,” she has been honored with 11 ASCAP 

awards. Ms. Falletta serves as a member of the National Council on the Arts. 

Since stepping up to the podium as Music Director of the Buffalo Philharmonic Orchestra in the fall of 1999, Maestro 

Falletta has been credited with bringing the Philharmonic to a new level of national and international prominence. This 

season, the BPO will once again be featured on national broadcasts of NPR's Performance Today and SymphonyCast, 

and international broadcasts through the European Broadcasting Union. 

Under her direction, the Buffalo Philharmonic has become one of the leading orchestras for the Naxos label. Her Naxos 

recordings with the BPO include the double Grammy-Award-winning disc of works by John Corigliano and Grammy-

nominated discs of works of Tyberg, Dohnányi, Schubert, Strauss, Respighi, and Gershwin. This season will see the 

release of two new Naxos discs by Falletta with the Buffalo Philharmonic and the Ulster Orchestra. She will be recording 

seven additional Naxos discs this season, including two with the London Symphony. Maestro Falletta’s growing 

discography, which currently includes more than 75 titles, consists of recordings with the London Symphony, Buffalo 

Philharmonic, Virginia Symphony, Ulster Orchestra, Netherlands Radio Orchestra, Royal Scottish National Orchestra, 

English Chamber Orchestra, New Zealand Symphony, Long Beach Symphony, Czech National Symphony, Philadelphia 

Philharmonia and Women’s Philharmonic. 

The Virginia Symphony’s 2013-14 season highlights include a performance of the Strauss Alpine Symphony at the 

Virginia Arts Festival. In 2012, the orchestra made their first CD for the NAXOS label with a collection of five pieces, 

including two world premieres by composer Adolphus Hailstork. 

As Principal Conductor of the Ulster Orchestra, Falletta conducts many of the main season programs and select regional 

concerts and other events. She is the first American and the first woman to lead the orchestra.  

Ms. Falletta received her undergraduate degree from the Mannes College of Music in New York and her master’s and 

doctorate degrees from The Juilliard School. 


